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Diethylene Glycol in
Propofol Infusion
Syndrome?

Physicians who observed acidosis in cases of
propofol infusion syndromel!l are urged to con-
tact the author of this letter at once if serum
samples still exist from these patients. The Meta-
bolic Screening Lab has discovered diethylene
glycol and metabolites of ethylene glycol, its de-
rivative, in the blood of a 50-year-old male pa-
tient who became acidotic after repeated doses of
propofol in September 2005. This lipophilic drug
is formulated with glycerol as part of the emul-
sion. The US FDA has issued a warning!?l that
pharmaceutical grade glycerol manufactured in
China may have been contaminated by diethy-
lene glycol and used in medications worldwide.
We were sent these samples because of a previous
notorious case erroncously thought to involve
ethylene glycol .3 If your cases occurred between
2004 and 2007 and frozen serum samples still
exist that have not already been analysed for or-
ganic acids, please contact the author at the ad-
dress given below. Samples with the highest index
of suspicion would be those from patients who
were otherwise well but took a downward course
after repeated propofol infusions, including
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metabolic acidosis, renal impairment, haematur-
ia or crystalluria. The origin of diethylene glycol
in our case is in doubt, but might be clarified if
other cases of contamination of propofol for-
mulations can be demonstrated. Samples will be
analysed at no charge.
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